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July 12, 2015

St. Michael's and St. Mary's Parishes would like to
extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting us or are
new to the area. If you are not currently registered at
St. Michael's or St. Mary's and consider this your Parish,
please call the Rectory at 729-2058.
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Parish News & Upcoming Events
 BULLETIN: If you have news for the bulletin, please call the Rectory 729-2058 or
contact Carolyn 729-5387 or email carolyn@stmichaelsfairbury.org News must
be in Thursday by 10:00 AM to be in the week's bulletin.
 ADOPT A PRIEST: Our Deanery is taking part in the "Adopt a Priest" program. St.
Michael's has adopted Fr. Leo Seiker; please keep him in your prayers.
 SISTERS OF THE WEEK: Please keep our Sisters of the week, Sr. Carmencita of
The Child Jesus & St. Celine Marie of The Infant Jesus of Prague in your prayers.

Ministers' Schedules for Next Weekend
Acolyte
Lector
Server
Server
Organ/Piano
Gifts/Greeters
Collection

Our Offering
to God Last
Weekend

5:30 PM
Joe Busing
Lorraine Borch
Connor Gerth
Ryan Umland
Carolyn Osborne

8:00 AM
Bob VanWesten
Daryl Anderson

10:00 AM
Steve Graff
Charlie Barringer
Devin Wanamaker
Salvador Chavez
Allen Scheer

Lorrie Hofstetter
Bob & Trish Endorf
Steve Graff and Carolyn Osborne

Adult

Plate

Children

St. Michael’s

$2170.00

$70.00

$2.00

St. Mary’s

$350.00

$15.00

St. Michael’s Debt

Last Week

Total

$50.00

$5555.00

THIS WEEK'S MASS SCHEDULE
Monday

July 13

Tuesday

July 14

Wednesday

July 15

Thursday

July 16

Friday

July 17

Saturday

July 18

Sunday

July 19

Sunday

July 19

Confessions
Daily Mass:

NO
MASS
12:10
PM
12:10
PM
5:30
PM
12:10
PM
5:30
PM
8:00
AM
10:00
AM

St. Michael’s
St. Mary’s

St. Michael’s

NO MASS

St. Michael’s

Marcellan Siegel+

St. Michael’s

Leslie & Mary Naiman+

St. Michael’s

Norman Medina+

St. Michael’s

Walter & Dorrine Milius+

St. Michael’s

Leonard Hammer+

St. Mary’s

The People of the Parishes

St. Michael’s

Charles & Anna Margaret
Steele+

Saturday
Sunday

4:45 PM to 5:15 PM
7:45 AM

Please check Mass schedule carefully for Mass times this week!!!

Please pray for: Betty (Morgan) Brackle, Bob Seigel, Iola Busing, Rose
O’Keefe, Vonia Scheer, Lorraine Callison, Doug Wiedel, Leona Gaydusek,
Norma Bernasek, Jim Cortney, Rozella Prellwitz, Zachary Rowe, Noelle
Salazar, Bernie Boerner, Brad Eveleth, Kathy Blobaum, Bob McCord, Ed
Lytle, Rita Stone, Graysen Snyder, Brandi Warnke, Darren Martinez, Marie
Kosmacek, Tatum Broeders, Military Personnel, all the unborn children &
their parents, pro-life legislation, and anyone else who maybe ailing. If you
or someone you know would like our parish family to join you in prayer for their special
needs, please contact the parish office.

New Items
 Year for Consecrated Life: All are invited to join Bishop Conley for a Sunday
Mass in celebration of the Year for Consecrated Life, August 9, 3 PM at St.
Cecelia Church in Hastings. A ‘Meet the Sisters’ reception will follow the Mass.
 Prayer Auxiliary of St. Monica: The Lincoln Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women participates in the prayer
auxiliary of St. Monica which was established on April
4, 1978. The Fairbury Deanery has been assigned the
week of July 15 through 21st to pray for the return of
our youth to the church and for the works of the
Council.
St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine, is the
patroness of Mothers. We are asked to pray daily the
prayer to St. Monica.
Prayer to St. Monica
O God, You are the comfort of those who mourn and the Savior of all who
trust in You. Blessed Monica’s loving tears moved You to convert her son,
Augustine. Help us who pray to You for the salvation of sons and daughters,
too. May we also grieve for our own sins and win the grace of Your pardon
through the intercession of this loving Saint, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Saint Monica, pray for us!
 American Red Cross: With each season, comes difficulty keeping enough blood
stocked for patients in need. This difficulty is even greater in the summertime
when school is out and vacations begin. Collection of blood can drop by over
20% during the summer months making it critical to be diligent in hitting our
blood drive goal. Please consider rolling up your sleeves to donate on July 14th,
11:30-5:30 at the Elks Club. First time donors are welcome to join, they will
walk you through the process and show you how it is done!
 Class on the Natural Law, similar to the Saint Thomas Aquinas course. Each
class consists of an approximately 30 minute video & discussion, Tuesday at
12:40 in the center.
 Parish Council: Next week, we will have an election for Parish Council.

 SAVE THE DATE: Lincoln Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (LDCCW) Fall Full
Board meeting at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish hall, North Platte, on Saturday,
August 22, 2015, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. More details to follow.
 Thought of the Week: Let us be good stewards of the particular vocation God
has called us to.
 Word Among Us: We have FREE copies of the Word Among Us for the month
of July. Please pick yours up today and take home for daily devotions.
 Have you wanted to make a pilgrimage to the CA Missions? Fr. Christopher
Barak is leading a pilgrimage from October 1-13, 2015. A highlight will be Mass
at the tomb of our newest Saint-to-be, Blessed Junipero Serra, founder of the
California missions, who will be canonized in September when Pope Francis
visits Washington. We will visit 11 Missions and many other beautiful CA sights
from San Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego. Interested? For more
information/itinerary please call Tekton Ministries Toll Free: 866.905.3787 or
email: pilgrimage@tektonministries.org or Maryann: mspahni@inebraska.com
 Miniature Quilt Auction: Sunday, August 23rd at 4-H building at Jefferson
County Fairgrounds. 2:00 p.m. Quilt Preview & Treats; 2:30 p.m. Auction. Free
Admission.
 Endow in the Lincoln Diocese: Endow (Educating on the Nature and Dignity of
Women) is an educational apostolate created for the “woman in the pew.” The
Endow ministry brings women of all ages together for prayer, study, and
friendship. Grab your sister, mother, or another friend and plan to join us for
one (or more!) of these great events. Ladies Night Out-Friday, July 17th at
7:00 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, North Platte, NE. Facilitator TrainingSaturday, July 18, 9-a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, McCook, NE.
Information Night-Sunday, July 19th at 6:00 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Parish
Hall, Grand Island. For more information, see the flyer on the bulletin board.
 July Church Cleaning for St. Mary’s: Denise Anderson
 Mass times when you are traveling: Traveling?? There are web-sites to find the
time of Masses at different locations. http://masstimes.org

 Please note: Summer vacation continues but there is never a
vacation from God. Make sure to include Him in you travel
plans. Bills still need to be paid, however, please
remember to consistently contribute your parish offering
during the summer months.
 St. Mary’s Cemetery Fund: The cemetery fund for St. Mary’s Cemetery is in
need of some new funds as the summer growing season draws near as does the
need to pay for the mowing. If you would like to replenish the fund, please put
your donations in your church support envelope that is marked “Cemetery
Fund”. Cemeteries require funds for maintenance purposes. Any help you can
give will be greatly appreciated.
 Guide to Planning a Catholic Funeral: On the back table, are copies of “A Guide
to Planning a Catholic Funeral”. The booklets have Scripture readings, music
selections and a planning guide to help you plan for funerals. You may fill these
out now, so your family will know what your wishes are, in the time of passing
it will be something they will not have to worry about. You may turn them in
to the office or you may keep at your home.

Love and . . . Responsibility
It is routinely pointed out that about half of all marriages end in divorce. But what is not often discussed is the
other half of the equation: the marriages that don't break up. Are those marriages thriving? Do married couples
that stay together feel truly close to one another? Do they achieve true, lasting, personal intimacy?
The picture on this other side of the divorce line is not a pretty one. Studies have shown that most couples do
not feel as if they are married to a close friend. In fact, only about 1 out of 10 married couples in America say they
experience emotional intimacy in their relationship.
A great marriage is not one that simply stays together. A great marriage is one in which spouses experience
deep personal communion with each other. We want marriages in which people 10, 20, 30 years into their
married life can say, "I love my spouse more now than I did when we were first married."
For Pope John Paul II — then Karol Wojtyla — the key to personal communion in married life is mutual selfgiving love and the accompanying sense of responsibility for each other as a gift. Indeed, this theme of
responsibility is so important that he put it in the title of his book about love, marriage, and relationships between
men and women. The book is not called simply Love, but Love and Responsibility.
What is this responsibility? And how can it transform relationships between spouses, fiancés, and "significant
others"? That's what we will explore in this reflection.
Responsibility
Think about what happens in betrothed love. In our last reflection, we saw that the fullest sense of love
involves two people giving themselves to each other. And this self-giving is nothing less than a total entrusting of

one's self to the other person — a surrendering of one's own preferences, freedom, and will for the sake of the
other.
This means that in betrothed love, my beloved totally gives herself to me. She freely and lovingly gives up her
autonomy and commits her will to the good of our marriage and the good of our family. Therefore, since my
beloved completely entrusts her life to me in this unique way, I must, in turn, have a profound sense of
responsibility for her — for her well-being, her happiness, her emotional security, her holiness. As Wojtyla explains,
"There exists in love a particular responsibility — the responsibility for a person who is drawn into the closest
possible partnership in the life and activity of another, and becomes in a sense the property of whoever benefits
from this gift of self " (p. 130).
Here, Wojtyla offers a standard for love that is counter-cultural: "The greater the feeling of responsibility for the
person the more true love there is" (p. 131). Notice how he didn't say the more powerful the emotions, the more
powerful the love is. The true measure for love is not how much one enjoys being with his beloved or how much
pleasure he receives from her. Authentic love is not so self-centered, constantly looking inward at my own
emotions and desires. Rather, true love looks outward in awe at my beloved who has entrusted herself to me, and
it has a deep sense of responsibility for her good, especially in light of the fact that she has committed herself to
me in this way.
Accepting the Gift
In order to help us better appreciate the crucial role responsibility plays in a relationship, let's consider the two
aspects of self-giving love. On one hand, there is the giving of self: My beloved gives herself to me and I give myself
to her. On the other hand, there is the acceptance of the other person: I accept my beloved as a gift that has been
entrusted to me, and she accepts me as a gift. Wojtyla notes how in betrothed love there is a great mystery of
reciprocity in the giving and the receiving of each other. In fact, he makes a very intriguing statement about this:
"Acceptance must also be giving, and giving receiving" (p. 129).
How is acceptance giving? In other words, in what sense is the acceptance of my beloved an actual gift to her?
The insights from John Paul II's Theology of the Body will be helpful here.1 While commenting on the marriage of
Adam and Eve, he explains that when Eve was first given to Adam, she was fully accepted by him, and the two
became intimately united as one. "Then the man said, 'This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.' . . .
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh" (Gen. 2:2324).
Because sin had not yet entered the world, Adam did not struggle with selfishness. Thus, he loved his wife not for
what he could get out of the relationship (a coworker in the garden, companionship, emotional pleasure, sexual
pleasure, etc.). Rather, he loved her for who she was as a person. He accepted his wife as a tremendous gift that
he would treasure and care for. He had a profound sense of responsibility for her, and he always sought what was
best for her, not just his own interests. He never did anything that would hurt her.
The Key to Intimacy
Put yourself in Eve's shoes. Imagine having a spouse like that! Imagine how she must have felt being totally
accepted in this way. Indeed, having a husband joyfully receive her as a gift and love her for her own sake was a
great gift to her, for now her longing for personal communion could be fulfilled. Adam's total acceptance of Eve
provided her with the security she needed to feel safe enough to entrust her heart, indeed her whole life, fully to
him without any fear of being let down. In other words, his committed love and acceptance of her fostered in her
the trust that makes emotional intimacy possible.2
This is the key to personal communion in marriage. Since Eve had complete trust in Adam's love for her, she
never felt afraid of being used by him, being misunderstood by him, or being hurt by him. Therefore, in this
context of committed love and responsibility, she felt free to give herself fully to her husband — emotionally,
spiritually, physically — holding nothing back.
Back to the Garden
This is the kind of dynamic we want for our marriages: one of total trust, which makes personal intimacy
possible. However, my beloved will grow to trust me — and thus unveil her heart to me — only to the extent that
she senses that I am committed to her, that I totally accept her, and that I feel great responsibility for what is best
for her.

This is not an easy thing to achieve. Unlike Adam and Eve in the garden, we are fallen. We are selfish, and we
often do things to hurt one another that can break down trust and thus hinder intimacy. For example, when a man
is more preoccupied by what he needs to do at work than he is about caring for his wife's needs, he sends a
message to her that she is not a priority — that everything else is more important. This, of course, does not help
build trust and only makes her feel more distant from her husband. Similarly, a wife who constantly nags her
husband and criticizes him for his weaknesses, for not getting things done around the house, or for not having a
better job, may make him feel disrespected or unappreciated. Such complaining will likely only drive him farther
away from her emotionally.
What about when we experience firsthand our beloved's weaknesses and feel hurt by something they have
done? When we're hurt, we're tempted to get frustrated with our beloved, saying to ourselves, "Why does he
always do this? He is never going to change!" We may become defensive ("This was not my fault! Why doesn't she
understand?"). We might put up walls ("I'm not going to tell him what I'm really feeling anymore. . . . He doesn't
care anyway"). We might even begin to withdraw our love ("If I had married someone else, I know I wouldn't be
treated this way").
Wojtyla reminds us that in moments like these, our acceptance and responsibility for the other person is tested
the most. Still, we should "love the person complete with all his or her virtues and faults, and up to a point
independently of those virtues and in spite of those faults" (p. 135). He is not saying we should condone or ignore
the sins and weaknesses of our beloved. But he is challenging us to avoid viewing our beloved through the lenses
of a prosecuting attorney. Even though we are hurt, we need to look beyond the mere legal facts ("She did this to
me!") and see the person, who maintains great value even in the midst of their shortcomings and sins. After all, as
we have seen throughout these reflections, true love is directed to the person — not just what he or she does for
me. So when the beloved is having a not-so-beautiful moment — is not pleasing to me and in fact does something
to hurt me — will there still be total love and acceptance for him or her?
This is the kind of question that gets at the real measure of one's love. As Wojtyla sums up, “The strength of
such a love emerges most clearly when the beloved person stumbles, when his or her weaknesses or even sins
come into the open. One who truly loves does not then withdraw his love, but loves all the more, loves in full
consciousness of the other's shortcomings and faults, and without in the least approving of them. For the person
as such never loses its essential value. The emotion which attaches itself to the value of the person remains loyal
to the human being." (p. 135)
This, of course, is analogous to the way the Lord loves us. Despite our many sins and failures, God remains
committed to us, looking at us patiently and mercifully in the face of our faults. He puts up with us even when we
do things that hurt our relationship with Him.
Therefore, if we wish to be more Christ-like in our marriages, we must first and foremost develop a deeper
attitude of love and acceptance for our spouses as they are, with all their imperfections. Instead of trying to
change them or becoming irritated with their faults, we must remain firmly committed to them as persons who
have been entrusted to us as a gift. Our fundamental attitude toward our beloved in the midst of their weaknesses
must not be one of agitation, defensiveness, or annoyance, but one of unwavering acceptance in our hearts for our
spouse as he or she is, bearing patiently with his or her faults. When we do this, we begin to love as God loves.

Endnotes:

1. See John Paul II, The Theology of the Body: Human Love in the Divine Plan (Boston: Pauline Books &
Media, 1997), especially pp. 54-72.
2. While I have focused on Adam's acceptance of Eve in this short reflection, the same could be said in the
other direction. Eve's total acceptance of Adam as a gift similarly serves as a gift for him, further
strengthening trust and intimacy in their relationship.

